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California Dairy ~ March 24, 2026
Sustulmgblll_ty Visalia Convention Center

ummit Subject to changes

Breakfast in the Expo Hall Sponsored by 4Creeks, Inc.

General Session in the Expo Hall

Welcome Remarks
Charles “Chuck” Ahlem, Dairy Farmer, Charles Ahlem Ranch
Karen Ross, Secretary, California Department of Food and Agriculture

Protecting Water Quality
Patrick Pulupa, Executive Officer, Central Valley Water Board

Implications of SGMA on Dairy Forage Production
Caity Peterson, Associate Director & Research Fellow, Public Policy Institute of CA Water Policy Center

Dairy Farmer Outlook: How Are Dairies Planning for the Future?

Moderator: Michael Boccadoro, Executive Director, Dairy Cares

* Rochelle De Groot, CFO, De Groot Dairies

* Jack de Jong, Owner, Co-Founder/CEO & Chair, River Ranch Farms, Forever Feed Technologies
* Anthony Agueda, Dairy Farmer, Alberto Dairy

* Frank Fernandes, Managing Partner, Legacy Ranches

Networking & Refreshment Break in Expo Hall Sponsored by Producers Dairy

Breakout Sessions

Charter Oak ABE
Water-Use Efficiency Strategies for Dairies
Moderator: Geoff Vanden Heuvel, Vice Chair, Water Blueprint for the SJV, Dir., Reg. & Econ. Affairs, MPC
* David De Groot, CFO & COOQO, 4Creeks, Inc. & California Bioenergy
* Frank Fernandes, Managing Pariner, Legacy Ranches
* Jack de Jong, Owner, Co-Founder/CEO & Chair, River Ranch Farms, Forever Feed
* Jason Giannelli, Director of Farming Operations, Old River Farming & R&G Fanucchi, Inc.

San Joaquin ABC

Where Are We Headed with Methane Reduction?
Moderator: Michael Boccadoro, Executive Director, Dairy Cares
* Daryl Maas, CEO, Maas Energy Works

e Steven Rowe, Chairman, BioFiltro

* Scott Harrison, CEO, Figure 8 Environmental
* Katie Cook, VP, Farm Animal Sustainability, Elanco Animal Health
* Joselynne Fynboh, Director of Strategic Accounts, Nibanna Group

Charter Oak CD
CA’s Leadership in Livestock Medications: Improving Animal Hedlth, Preserving Effectiveness, Reducing Costs
Moderator: Michael Payne, DVM, PhD, UC Davis School of Veterinary Medicine & CDQAP Director

* Edie Marshall, DVM, Branch Chief, Antimicrobial Use and Stewardship, CDFA

* Richard Pereira, DVM, Assoc. Professor, Clinical Livestock Herd Health, UCD School of Vet. Medicine

Lunch and Exhibits in the Expo Hall




Lunch and Exhibits in the Expo Hall

11:30 AM | ¢ Special Recognition of Dr. Annette Jones, Retired California State Veterinarian
* California Dairy Women of Distinction
Jennifer Beretta Diana Giacomini Hagen Becky Nyman
Kimberly Clauss Jorritsma Lynn Giacomini Stray Jackie Oosten
Jenn De Boer Jill Giacomini Basch Holly Rosa
Rochelle De Groot Luciana Jonkman Arlene VanderEyk
Renae De Jager Allison Kasbergen
Paula De Snayer Maureen Lemos
100 PM Charter Oak ABE
Navigating Dairy Water Quality Challenges
Moderator: J.P. Cativiela, Regulatory Director, Dairy Cares
* Patrick Pulupa, Executive Officer, Central Valley Water Board
* Theresa “Tess” Dunham, Pariner, Kahn, Soares & Conway, LLP
* Chris Kopman, Chief Executive Officer, Newtrient
* Denise Mullinax, Executive Director, California Dairy Research Foundation
San Joaquin ABC
Animal Health Tools for Enhanced Sustainability: A Look at Genomics & Monitoring
Moderator: Blaine Melody, DVM, Clinic Partner, Lander Veterinary Clinic
e Dan Weigel, PhD, Director, Research Outcomes, Zoetis
* David Vander Schaaf, Dairy Farmer, Vander Schaaf Dairy
* Jacob de Jong, Dairy Farmer, Parkview Dairy
Charter Oak CD
Dairy in a Changing Food System: Meeting Today’s Nutrition Demands & Tomorrow’s Health Needs
Moderator: Ashley Rosales, MS, RDN, Nutrition and Industry Affairs Officer, Dairy Council of California
* Kevin Comerford, PhD, Chief Science Officer, California Dairy Research Foundation
* Laurie Hainley, MS, RD, Founder, Hainley Nutrition Strategies
2:10 PM 10-minute Refreshment Break Sponsored by Producers Dairy
General Session in the Expo Hall
2:25 PM

Securing California Agriculture’s Water Future

Moderator: Michael Boccadoro, Executive Director, Dairy Cares

* Bill Swanson, VP, Global Practice Leader- Water Resource Planning & Management, Stantec

* Romain Maendly, Climate Action Coordinator & Supervising Engineer, CA Dept. of Water Resources
* Geoff Vanden Heuvel, Vice Chair, Water Blueprint of the SJV, Dir. Reg. & Economic Affairs, MPC

KIRIOMGIKION Reception and Exhibits in the Expo Hall Sponsored by California Bioenergy




